Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity — 2026

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity is celebrated on May 31, 2026 in the liturgical
calendar, marking the Church'’s proclamation of the central Christian mystery: God is one
in essence hut exists in three coeternal, consubstantial divine Persons — Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit ((National Catholic Reporter.)

Historical and Theological Background

The doctrine of the Trinity developed over centuries, rooted in the revelation of Jesus
Christ. The Council of Nicaea (325 CE) affirmed that the Son is “God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God,” co-eternal and consubstantial with the Father. The Council of Constantinople (381
CE) extended this to the Holy Spirit, declaring it also consubstantial with the Father and Son (National Catholic Reporter+1.)
While the word “Trinity” does not appear in Scripture, the Gospel of John and other New Testament passages (e.g., John
10:30, 14:17) provide the theological kernel for this mystery (OCP.)

Liturgical Readings for 2026 (Year A)

e Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9 — God reveals Himself to Moses as merciful, gracious, slow to anger, and rich in kindness
and fidelity, pointing to God’s relational love (USCCB.)

¢ Daniel 3:52-56 — Praises God’s holiness, glory, and eternal reign (USCCB.)

e 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 — Paul calls for unity, peace, and mutual encouragement, blessing the community with
the grace of Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit (USCCB.)

e John 3:16-18 — Jesus declares, “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son... whoever believes in him will
not perish but will have eternal life” (USCCB.)

Themes of the Solemnity

The readings highlight identity, unity, and power (National Catholic Reporter)
+ Identity: God is revealed as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, each distinct yet one in essence.
o Unity: The life of the Trinity is a model for Christian community — “l in them and you in me” (John 17:23); (Catholic
Courier.) _
« Power: The Holy Spirit unites us to Christ, the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6);(Catholic Courier.)

Spiritual Meaning

The feast follows Ascension and Pentecost, showing that after Christ's ascension, the Spirit descends to dwell with and
in believers, making them part of the communion of the Trinity (Catholic Courier.) It invites us to see God's love not as
distant or abstract, but as present in the world and in our lives, shining through creation and in the gift of salvation (OCP.)

Reflection

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity is a call to trust in God's love, to live in unity, and to recognize the divine presence
in all people.

In summary: The 2026 Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity celebrates the mystery of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit —
one in being, three in Persons — revealed through Scripture, affirmed by councils, and lived out in the communion of the
Church. It is a feast of love, unity, and the ever-present Spirit.



From the Office of Stewardship and Development

Thank you for your continued support and
promotion of the Catholic Sharing Appeal in

O o your parishes! Thanks to the generosity of more
than 2,500 donors, the CSA has already raised
over $1.5 million this year!

We are encouraged to see that 15 parishes have
already met or exceeded their parish goal, while
another 28 parishes have reached at least 50%
of goal and are now generating funds that

( :AT H O LI C directly support their own parish ministries and

SHARING APPEAL nNeeds

The first round of parish rebate checks was mailed on Thursday and should be
arriving soon. These checks include all gifts received through April. Parish progress
can always be viewed online at https://csa.dweministries.org/godl-progress/.

We will also be sending a third mailing in early June to households who have made
a gift in the past three years but have not yet participated this year.

As you continue promoting the appeal, please remember that helpful resources are
available on the CSA website, including social media graphics, bulletin inserts, and
coloring pages to make sharing easy within your parish community.

(h’r’rps://cscx.dwcminisf_ries.orq/loc:rish-'resources/)

Thank you again for your encouragement, leadership, and ongoing support of the
Catholic Sharing Appeal. Your efforts are making a tremendous impact across the

Diocese.




