1at CANDLE — {purple) THE PROPHECY CANDLE or CANDLE
OF HOPE — We can have hope because God is faithiul and
will keep the promises made to us. Qur hope comes from
God. (Romans 15:12-13)

2nd CANDLE — (purple} THE BETHLEMEM CANDLE or THE
CANDLE OF PREPARATION — Gaod kept his promise of a
Savior who would be borm in Bethlehern. Preparation
means io “get ready”. Help us 1o be ready o weloome YOUL
O EODE (Luke 3:4-8)

Ird CAMNDLE — (pink) THIE SHEFHERD QANDLE ap THE
CARNDLE TR0 —The angels sang & message of JOYI
{Luke 2:7-15)

il CANDLE — {purple) THE ANGEL CANDLE or THE CANDLE
OF LOVE — The angles announced the good news of a
Savior. God sent his only Bon i earih to save us, because
he loves ust {(dohn 3:16-17)

Bih CANDLE — (white) "CHRIST CANDLE" — The white candle
reminds us that Jesus is the spolless lamb of God, sent to

wash away our sinst His birth was for his death, his death
was for our birth! {Jfohn 1:28)
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15" CORINTHIANS 13
(A Christmas Version)

If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows,
strands of twinkling lights, and shiny balls, but do not
show love to my [family, I'm just another decorator.

If 1 slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of
Christmas cookies, preparving gourimet meals, and
arranging a beaultifully adorned table at mealtime, but
do not show love to my family, I'm just another cook.

If Lwork al the soup kitchen, Carol in the nursing
home, and give all that 1 have to charity, but do not
show love to my family, it profits me nothing.

If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and
crocheted snowflakes, attend a myriad of holiday
parties, and sing in the choir's cantata, but do not
focus on those I love the most, | have missed the point.

. In other words,

Love stops the cooking to hug a child.

Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the spouse.

Love is kind, though harried and tired.

Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has coordinated
Christinas China and table linens.

Love doesn’t vell at the kids (o gel out of the way, but is
thankful they ave there to be in the way.

Love doesn’t give only to those who are able (o give in
relurn but rvejoices in giving to those who can’t.

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.

Love never [ails.

Video games will break, peavl necklaces will be lost,
and golf clubs will rust, but the gift of love will endure.
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