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"Stewardship: A Disciple's Response" is a pastb?al letter from the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) that defines stewardship as a way of life for Catholics, involving
the grateful and responsible use of God's gifts of time, talent, and treasure. It challenges
the faithful to embrace stewardship as an essential part of discipleship and outlines a
framework for parishes and individuals to build a more vibrant community through faith,
generosity, and service. The letter is designed for personal and group study, with reflection
questions included.

Core concepts of stewardship in the letter

Gratitude for gifts: The letter emphasizes that everything received is a gift from God,
leading to a spirit of thankfulness.

Stewardship as a way of life: It frames stewardship as a response to the call to
discipleship, not merely as fundraising or a temporary campaijgn.

Sharing time, talent, and treasure: The letter calls for a planned, proportionate, and
sacrificial sharing of these resources with the Church and the wider community.

Countering materialism: Stewardship is presented as an antidote to a consumer-driven
society, encouraging a focus on simplicity and what is truly important.

Holistic approach: It encourages Catholics to consider the broader implications of
stewardship beyond their local parish, including social justice and mercy.

A framework for growth: The letter provides a blueprint for pastoral ministers, families,
and young leaders to foster stewardship within the Church.

The role of the Virgin Mary: The letter highlights the Virgin Mary as a model of
Christian discipleship and stewardship.

What the letter is not

Fundraising: The letter differentiates stewardship from traditional fundraising
campaigns, which are often campaign-driven, rather than a year-round way of life.

Philanthropy alone: While philanthropy is a component, stewardship includes the
crucial element of prayer and a personal relationship with God.
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s Veterans Day (originally known as Armistice Day) is a federal holiday in the United States. Major hostilities of
World War I were formally ended at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918 when the Armistice
with Germany went into effect. At the urging of major U.S. veteran organizations, Armistice Day was renamed
Veterans Day in 1954.

¢ Veterans Day is distinct from Memorial Day, which grew out of Civil War commemorations, specifically honors
those who have died while in military service. Armed Forces Day, also in May, honors those currently serving in
the U.S. military.

»  On November 11, 1919, President Woodrow Wilson expressed what he felt the day meant to Americans: “A year
ago today our enemies laid down their arms in accordance with an armistice which rendered them impotent to
renew hostilities, and gave to the world an assured opportunity to reconstruct its shattered order and to work out
in peace a new and more just set of international relations. The soldiers and people of the European Allies had
fought and endured for more than four years to uphold the barrier of civilization against the aggressions of armed
force. We ourselves had been in the conflict something more than a year and a half... The war showed us the
strength of great nations acting together for high purposes; the victory of arms foretells the enduring conquests
which can be made in peace when nations act justly and in furtherance of the common interests of men.”
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o  Legally, two minutes of silence is recommended to be observed at 2:11 PM Eastern Standard Time.

¢ Non-essential federal government offices are closed. No mail is delivered. All federal workers are paid for the
holiday; those who are required to work on the holiday sometimes receive holiday pay for that day in addition to
their wages.

o In his Armistice Day address to Congress, Wilson was sensitive to the psychological toll of the lean War years:
"Hunger does not breed reform; it breeds madness,” he remarked. As Veterans Day and the birthday of the United
States Marine Corps (November 10, 1775) are only one day apart, that branch of the Armed Forces customarily
observes both occasions as a g6-hour liberty period.

»  While the holiday is commonly printed as Veteran's Day or Veterans' Day in calendars and advertisements, the
United States Department of Veterans Affairs website states that the attributive (no apostrophe) rather than
the possessive case is the official spelling "because it is not a day that 'belongs' to veterans, it is a day for honoring
all veterans.
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Applebee’s® Honors Veterans & Active Duty Military with Free Meals on Veterans Day

Applebee’s has served more than 12.3 million free meals to America’s heroes over the past 18 years on Veterans Day. (All Veterans
and Active Duty Military who visit an Applebee’s restaurant in the United States on Tuesday, November 11th can receive a free full-size
entrée and a $5 Bounce Back Card towards their next meal at Applebee’s)



